
Cecil Houton’s Bio: 
Director of News Operations at KOVR (2020-Present) 
Director of News Photography at KOVR (2006-2020) 
Chief Photographer at KPIX (2000-2006) 
Staff Shooter at KCRA (1992-2000)​
 
Cecil Houston is an accomplished media professional with over 30 years of experience 
in broadcast journalism. Currently serving as the Director ofNews Operations at KOVR, 
Cecil plays a critical role in overseeing the daily operations of the newsroom, ensuring 
that news content is produced efficiently and with the highest standards of journalistic 
integrity. Since 2020, his leadership has been instrumental in maintaining the station's 
excellence in news production across digital and broadcast platforms. 
 
Before taking on his current leadership role, Cecil served as the Director ofNews 
Photography at KOVR from 2006 to 2020, where he directed a team of photographers 
and editors in creating visually compelling news stories. His guidance helped shape the 
station's visual identity, ensuring that the station's content was both impactful and 
engaging.  
 
Cecil began his career in Sacramento in 1992 as a StaffShooter at KCRA in 
Sacramento, where he gained invaluable experience in field production. During his time 
at KCRA, Cecil also pursued his Master's degree in Marriage, Family, and Child 
Counseling/School Counseling, reflecting his deep commitment to helping others. He 
balanced his demanding work in news production with his academic pursuits, obtaining 
his degree while continuing his professional career. His passion for helping others led 
him to work closely with his wife of 36 years, collaborating tirelessly to assist students 
facing life challenges and difficult decisions. Together, they have helped many students 
navigate obstacles and make informed choices to pursue college degrees and bright 
futures. 
 
From 2000 to 2006, Cecil served as ChiefPhotographer at KPIX in San Francisco, 
where he further refined his leadership abilities and played a key role in managing a 
team of photographers, overseeing news coverage, and ensuring the visual quality of all 
stories. 
 
Cecil is also deeply involved in KOVR's recruitment and internship programs, where he 
mentors emerging media professionals and provides guidance to students interested in 
pursuing careers in journalism. His role in these programs highlights his commitment to 
the development of future talent and ensuring the industry's ongoing growth. 
 



Throughout his career, Cecil has balanced his passion for media with a strong 
dedication to helping others, particularly students seeking guidance in their personal 
and educational journeys. As he continues to lead news operations at KOVR, Cecil 
remains focused on driving innovation in the newsroom while mentoring the next 
generation of media professionals and contributing to the success of young students. 
 


